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CMAP serves the 






812 school, fire, park,
library, other districts




• Population is aging and more diverse
• Existing communities experience disinvestment as growth occurs
• Community fiscal health (tax revenues) can create disparities
• Regional pattern of growth created congestion and distance between 
affordable housing and jobs
• Transportation system is congested and aging, transit underperforms 
other regions, movement of goods is compromised due to congestion
• Land and water resources are impacted by urban development
• Established in 2005 by the IL 
General Assembly at the 
urging of local elected officials 
and business leaders. 
• Mission: to plan 
comprehensively for 
economic prosperity and 
quality of life. 
• Goal: integrate planning for 
transportation and land use.





• Comprehensive, long-range 
plan for Chicago metropolitan 
area adopted in 2010
• Establishes a vision for future 
of the region 
• Recommends policies, 
strategies, and actions 
(strategic plan)
• Forms basis for all CMAP work
• Integrates sustainability 
throughout, not as an 
individual topic
• Achieve sustainability through 
better decision making about 




1. Land Use and Housing
2. Water & Energy Conservation
3. Parks and Open Space
4. Sustainable Local Food
Human Capital













• Preserve valuable environmental features, plants, habitat
• Conserve energy, water, wetlands, streams, groundwater
• Provide access to parks and open space for recreation
• Support sustainable, local food systems
• Support transit, walking, and biking
• Encourage reuse of buildings and developed areas / 
encourage infill growth  
• Encourage compact, walkable, mixed-use neighborhoods
• Encourage diversity of housing and jobs in close proximity
• CMAP has no legislative nor taxing authority
• CMAP is advisory, a think tank for better decision making
• Research market and public policy trends 
• Demonstrate market and non-market costs and benefits to 
economy, environment, and society
• Data collection and dissemination
• Collaboration and facilitation
• Recommend strategies to encourage change at local level
• Training & information sharing
• Technical assistance and grants




• Land and water resources are 
impacted by urban 
development
Challenges
• Land and water resources are impacted by urban development
Challenges
• Existing communities are experiencing disinvestment as we convert more 
green space into new urban communities
Challenges
• Region has grown in ways that 
create congestion and 
distance between affordable 
housing and jobs
Challenges
• Our transportation system is 
congested and aging, transit 
underperforms compared to 
other regions, and movement of 
people and goods is 
compromised due to congestion
strategies
• Redevelopment / infill of underutilized 
acres
• 20,000 acres by 2015
• 100,000 acres by 2040
• Link transit, Land Use, Housing, and 
Jobs
• Transit oriented development, 
housing diversity, infill / 
reinvestment
reduce land consumption & 
invest in existing communities
moving people
• Identify opportunities to 
develop and increase 
residential density around 
transit
• Promote affordable 
housing near transit






• Make transit easier 
and cheaper than 
driving
• Improve the 
system
• Put more people in 
closer proximity to 
transit





• Retrofit buildings, 
appliances and 
fixtures
• Promote rainwater 
harvesting
• Protect groundwater 
recharge areas
• Use full cost water 
pricing
water resources
Approximately 300,000 acres in parks, 
easements, nature preserves, forest 






100,000 acres (66%) of the 
target figure should be 





• Plan to co-locate 
transit, housing, 
and jobs










Sustainability + Local Governments
Agenda
 Local Technical Assistance program
 Park Forest sustainability initiatives
 Sustainability Plan Toolkit project
 Discussion
Local Technical Assistance program
 Purpose is to implement GO TO 2040 plan through direct 
assistance to communities
 Program is funded through a number of sources, including 
Unified Work Program (UWP) funds
 Approximately 50 projects complete, 50 projects ongoing, 
with more under development and consideration
 Most projects are led by CMAP staff; some include assistance 
from outside contractors for some or all project elements
Local Technical Assistance Program
LTA Sustainability Plans
 Park Forest Sustainability Plan
 Niles Environmental Action Plan
 Lake County Sustainability Chapter
 DuPage County Sustainability Plan 
(Summer 2014)
Other LTA Sustainability Work
 Local food systems
 Bicycle and pedestrian plans
 Parking management studies
 Parks master plans
 Water conservation plans
 Climate Adaptation Toolkit
Park Forest sustainability initiatives
Park Forest Sustainability Plan
Policy/Programmatic Recommendations
Regulatory Recommendations
Sustainability Plan Toolkit project
 Focus on environmental issues
 Data & indicators
 Implementation & monitoring




# of community gardens




 Major steps needed to create a sustainability plan;
 Identification of “core” plan topics and “strategies of impact”;
 Regional “core” indicators and data sources, guidance on 
setting targets and aggregating data;
 Standards for implementation and monitoring; and
 Guidance on public engagement strategies.
Proposed Toolkit Outline 
I. Introduction
II. Become Plan-Ready
III. Assess Existing Conditions
IV. Develop the Plan
V. Move Forward
“Core” Topic Areas: Existing Plans




Conservation Waste Water Air Quality Climate / GHG
Renewable 
Energy Energy Green Building
Land Use / 
Development
Open Space & 
Ecosystems Transportation
PlaNYC + + + + + + + +
Highland Pk Community Sust Strategic Plan + + + + + + + (mobility)
Aurora Sustainability Plan + + + + + +
Elgin Sustainability Master Plan + + + + + + + + +
Evanston Climate Action Plan + + + + + + + +
Joliet Energy & Sustainability Strategy Plan + + + + + +
Naperville Environmental Sustainability Plan + + + + + (mobility)
OPRF Sustainability Plan + + + + + +
Miami-Dade GreenPrint + + + + + + + +
Chicago Climate Action Plan + + + + + +
Woodstock Environmental Plan + + + + + + +
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth + + + +
Grand Rapids Sustainability Plan + + + + + + +
Totals 4 9 9 4 7 6 12 4 12 9 11
ADDITIONAL TOPICS
Document Name
Green Economy / 
Jobs
Local 
Commerce Local Food Tourism
Civic 









Highland Pk Community Sust Strategic Plan + + + +
Aurora Sustainability Plan + +
Elgin Sustainability Master Plan + + + +
Evanston Climate Action Plan + + +
Joliet Energy & Sustainability Strategy Plan +
Naperville Environmental Sustainability Plan +
OPRF Sustainability Plan + + + +
Miami-Dade GreenPrint + + + +
Chicago Climate Action Plan
Woodstock Environmental Plan + + +
Minneapolis Plan for Sustainable Growth + + + + +
Grand Rapids Sustainability Plan + + + + + + + +
Totals 7 6 3 2 6 3 1 6 3 2
Proposed “Core” Topic Areas
Core Topics
A. Land Use and Development
B. Transportation and Mobility








B. Local Food Systems
C. Municipal Policies and Practices 











GO TO 2040: www.cmap.illinois.gov/2040
Local Technical Assistance Program: www.cmap.illinois.gov/lta
